Small, but Gutsy, the Festool OF 1010
The 1010 is always one of the first routers I recommend when I have a customer who is
new to routing. The ergonomic design and electronic control combine to make the OF
1010 one of the safest and easiest routers to use on the market. The long handle fits
comfortable in the hand whilst the low centre of gravity gives the machine plenty of
stability, reducing the risk of accident from tipping.
In keeping with the Festool philosophy of system based solutions, the of 1010 supports a
large range of accessories which elevate the 1010 from just a humble handheld router, to
the heart of a woodworkers workshop.
The smallest plunge router that Festool makes, the OF 1010 is designed to handle the
most challenging joinery tasks. With a 1010w motor and 1\4" collet it is best suited to fine
joinery applications such as dovetailing and small template work. It's easy to use and the
excellent balance mean that you can work for extended periods without tiring.
Before we get into using the 1010 we need to know what all the knobs and buttons are and
what they do. Most manuals that come with power tools, including Festool, are fairly
limited in their descriptions of functions so below you'll find photos detailing all of the
important bits.
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Let's now break down the parts listed into groups, and cover the functions of the OF 1010
in a bit more detail.

Power and Electronics
Plug it lead port. - the OF1010 supports the plug it lead which features on a large
percentage of the Festool range. Simply insert the plug into the port at the end of the
handle, and twist it 1/4 turn clockwise to lock it into place. To remove, simply reverse the
process.
On / Off Trigger, Trigger lock button - Situated close to the router body, at the end of the
handle the trigger switch is easy to use and allows the user to retain positive contact with
the switch during all router operations. In case of an emergency whilst in operation the
user can simply release the trigger to cut the power, rather than fumble for a top or side
mounted switch.
The trigger lock allows you to use the 1010 with different hand positions which can be
particularly handy is applications such as dovetailing on a dovetailing jig, or cutting long
trenches with either the the guide rail or fence.
To activate, depress the power trigger and OSS the trigger lock: to deactivate, depress and
release the power trigger.
MMC electronics - the multi material control,(MMC) electronics package is a unique
feature of Festool tools which governs the operation of the tool and encompasses the
following functions: Constant speed under load, which improves cut quality and gives an
extra layer of safety, step less variable speed control, thermal overload protection and
electric brake.

Dust Collection
The oval dust port is moulded into the base of the router and is designed to fit the 27mm
hose that comes standard with all Festool dust extractors. It can be a bit tricky put the
hose on the hose on the port but there is a knack to it. Hopefully the photo below will help.

Place the centre of the hose
over this corner, then "roll"
the hose over the the port.

Plunge Lock
The plunge lock mechanism is incorporated into the auxiliary handle on the OF 1010.
When holding the router in the correct position, with your right hand on the trigger the
auxiliary handle fits comfortably in your left hand. Twist the handle toward you to activate
the plunge lock and twist it away from yourself to release it

Depth Setting Mechanism
We use the depth setting Mechanism to make sure that we don't cut too deep in a single
pass. The 1010 has a maximum plunge capacity of about 50mm and if you were to
attempt to cut a trench that deep in one pass the exults would be disastrous.
A good rule to follow when using any 1/4" router, is that if your cutter diameter is under
5mm, never attempt to cut more than 2mm per pass and if your cutter diameter is over
5mm in diameter, never attempt to cut more than 6mm in one pass.
The more passes you make the better your end result will be and they'll be a whole lot less
stress on the cutter, the machine and most importantly, you.
The depth set mechanism is there to make it easier to make staged cuts at set depths so
that we gradually work our way down to the required depth.
The stop has two components, the guide bar and the depth turret. The guide bar is made
up of the measuring scale, the guide bar, the lock and the micro adjustment knob.
Please have a look at the photo below which will help you identify the parts.
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The Guide Bar works in conjunction with the depth turret and when locked with the
Guide Bar Lock, prevents plunging the router past the required depth.
The measuring scale is used to set the Guide Bar to the correct overall depth.
The micro adjustment knob gives you the ability to alter the final depth of cut by 1mm
and is divided into .01mm increments. To raise the cutter out of the cut turn the micro
adjustment knob to the left. To lower the cutter deeper into the cut turn the micro
adjustment knob to the right.
( Don't worry is this doesn't make too much sense. There's a step by step guide to setting
the cutter depth in part 2)

End of part 1

